
RE:  February 27 Public Hearing in Richmond

It is appropriate that you hold a public hearing in Richmond on
whether the FCC should losen regulations on broadcast ownership.  In
this city, the 10 most popular radio stations are all owned by
national corporations.  With the execption of the public
station, alomst all of the other stations have low power and are not
received well on my car radio.  Richmond also now has only one major
newspaper with an extremenly partison political orientation. Just
recently, the two major providers of cable TV and internet access
in this metropolotan area merged, so now we only have one provider.
This occurred at a ttime when quality of customer service of cable
providers is a matter of great public concern.  What will the lack
of competition do to that?

I STRONGLY URGE THE FCC NOT TO FURTHER LOOSEN REGULATIONS THAT
INSURE COMPETITION, DIVERSITY AND LOCALIZATION OF BROADCAST MEDIA.
Indeed, past reforms have already greatly undermined those values
here in Richmond, as evidenced by the current state of our broadcast
media.

Sincerely,

Robert Balster
Richmond City Resident


